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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
Season Greetings All, 
 
I hope the season brings all of you, peace, joy and rest from the many daily 
challenges all of you face every day in trying to improve our understanding of 
aquatic animals. Having said that, it is also the time when all of us have to start 
getting pretty serious about the upcoming IAAAM meeting in Long Beach. Drs. Mike 
Renner and Lance Adams have already been very busy with our conference 
planners organizing the schedule, venues and special events.  We are also trying to 
get abstracts in a little earlier to facilitate better peer review and really try and 
advance the scientific content of our meeting.  Student travel award applications 
will be due soon. Things are gonna get busy! 
 
I also want to remind you that your IAAAM Board is here to serve you. Please let us 
know how we can improve our organization and ensure that you get the most out 
of your membership. All of us are dedicated to listening and trying to make the 
changes the membership would like to see. 
 
Let’s make this a great year for aquatic species and their environment. 
 
Martin Haulena 
President, IAAAM 
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PLEASE NOTE!!!!! 
The abstract deadline for the 2018 Annual Conference this year is 
January 2, 2018! 
 
 

Call for Student Travel Award Applications 2018 

The IAAAM Executive Board will again be granting monetary awards to students 
planning to deliver ORAL presentations at the annual IAAAM conference in May 
2018.  The awards are intended to defray the cost of travel to the May 19-23 
conference in Long Beach, CA in order to promote student participation in the 
professional program and to further the commitment of the IAAAM to its students. 
Moneys will be awarded on a competitive basis, with the goal of supporting as 
many students as possible.  Undergraduate students, Masters and PhD students, 
veterinary students, veterinary interns/residents/fellows, and postdocs are 
eligible.  The requirements for all applicants include the following: 
 

1. A cover letter that describes the future plans of the applicant with regard 
to aquatic animal medicine. 

2. An abstract of the paper to be presented.  This abstract must not exceed 
500 words in length.  Only abstracts will be considered. Abstracts must 
follow guidelines available on the IAAAM website: www.iaaam.org.  
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3. Curriculum vitae and two (2) letters of recommendation, one of which 
must be from an active member of the IAAAM. 

4. An itemized budget that details the travel expenditures (i.e. airfare, 
lodging, meals, etc.) and indicates the funds available from student 
stipends and personal resources. 

5. Student presenters must be an active member (with dues paid up-to-
date) of the IAAAM, OR the student must provide a third, separate letter 
from the student’s institution verifying student, intern/resident/fellow, 
or postdoc status. Students are highly encouraged to become active 
members of the IAAAM prior to submitting application. Student members 
are entitled to a lower conference registration rate than non-members.  

 
The Education Member of the IAAAM Executive Board and the Student Liaison 
Committee will review the applications.  Applicants will be ranked according to 
judgment criteria that will include: the quality of the written abstract (500 words 
or less), the justification/significance of the work, the complexity of the work 
relative to the student's academic achievements, and the commitment of the 
student to aquatic animal medicine. The intent of the Student Liaison Committee 
and the Executive Board is to fund as many students as possible, beginning with the 
highest ranked and continuing through the list of ranked applicants until the 
appropriated funds have been exhausted.  No awards will exceed $500.00. The 
rankings will be determined from the entire pool of applicants; separate awards for 
different academic classes of applicants (i.e. undergraduate, graduate, veterinary 
residents) will not be offered. There is one travel award designated for a deserving 
international applicant.   
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**The deadline for receipt of complete application packets will be January 02, 
2018.** Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.  Recipients 
will be contacted by February 02, 2018.  Students submitting abstracts for the travel 
award competition must still separately submit their presentation abstract for 
acceptance into the conference proceedings. The IAAAM Treasurer will be notified 
and will send checks to the successful applicants.  
 
**Emailed applications will be accepted and are highly encouraged, though 
portions, such as letters of recommendation, may still be submitted by regular 
mail.**  
Emailed applications should be sent to:  studenttravel@iaaam.org  
Mailed travel award application materials should be sent to the following address: 
   Allison D. Tuttle, DVM, Diplomate ACZM 
   Mystic Aquarium, a division of Sea Research Foundation, Inc.  
   55 Coogan Blvd, Mystic, CT 06355 
   (860) 572-5955 X 101 for telephone inquiries related to travel 
awards 
 Email (for questions not application materials): atuttle@mysticaquarium.org   
 
**Regardless of how they are sent, all application materials are due by January 02, 
2018! 
The following judgment criteria will be used to evaluate applications submitted for 
the 2013 IAAAM student awards: 
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Category Points Total 
Abstract (500 words or less)  50 

Quality of the written abstract 20  
Definition of hypothesis and 

objectives 
5  

Justification 5  
Design 5  

Results or observations 5  
Conclusions 5  

Complexity and academic 
achievement 

5  

Cover Letter  15 
Definition of long term goals 15  

Curriculum Vitae  15 
Commitment to aquatic animal 

medicine 
15  

Letters of Recommendation  15 
Budget  5 

Realistic and justified 5  

TOTAL POINTS  100 
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The Student Liaison Committee and the IAAAM Executive Board welcome this 
opportunity to assist deserving students.   
 
 
IAAAM ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018 
 
On behalf of the International Association for Aquatic Animal Medicine (IAAAM), 
and the 2018 host, Aquarium of the Pacific, we invite you to save the date for the 
49th Annual Meeting & Conference.  The 2018 event will be held May 19 - 23 at the 
Renaissance Long Beach in Long Beach, California.  Details are still being planned 
and will be posted to www.iaaam.org once finalized.   
 
Here is what is now available: 
 
SPONSOR THE EVENT 
Many exciting and marketable options are available for sponsorship.   The 
Sponsorship Brochure is available on the website. Please consider if you, or your 
institution, or a partnering business of yours might be willing to support us.   If you 
have any questions or suggestions, please contact Sacha Stevenson at 
sacha.stevenson@nmmpfoundation.org . 
 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
We are now collecting abstract submissions for presentations and posters.  The 
deadline for submission is January 2, 2018.  Complete details including formatting 
instructions, sample abstract, and online submission portal can be found at 
www.iaaam.org.     
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PRE-CONFENRECE WORKSHOP REQUEST 
The Conference Planning Committee is now collecting requests for pre-conference 
workshops.  If you would like to put on a workshop, please download the IAAAM 
Workshop Request Form from www.iaaam.org and send to the contact provided 
no later than January 2, 2018.  Approved workshops will be announced January 19, 
2018. 
 
HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
The Renaissance Long Beach is offering two rates for attendees: $150 for students 
(a valid student ID will be required at check in) and $199 for general attendees.  
Located a half-mile from the Aquarium of the Pacific, the Renaissance sits in the 
heart of Long Beach.  A variety of restaurants and shops are just steps outside the 
door, and the famous white sandy beach is a short 10-minute walk.  The Los Angeles 
International Airport (LAX) is an approximate 30 minutes’ drive, and the Long Beach 
Airport servicing regional destinations is only 15 minutes away.   
 
To make your hotel reservation online, please click here: 
https://aws.passkey.com/go/IAAAM2018 .   Reservations can also be made by 
phone at 1-888-236-2427 and mentioning IAAAM 2018.  The discounted rates are 
available until Friday, April 27, 2018 or rooms are sold out.   
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CONFERENCE AGENDA 
Please note that this is still in draft form and is subject to change. 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 19 

 
8:00am – 
5:00pm Conference Registration  

8:00am – 
5:00pm 

Pre-Conference 
Workshops 

9:00pm – 
4:00pm Board Meeting 

9:00am – 
5:00pm 

Sponsor & Exhibitor Set-
up 

6:00pm – 
9:00pm Icebreaker Event  

Sunday, May 20 
7:00am – 
5:00pm 

Sponsor & Exhibit 
Showcase 

7:00am – 
7:00pm Conference Registration  

8:00am – 
8:30am Welcome & Introductions 
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10:00am – 
10:30am 

Break with Sponsors & 
Exhibitors 

8:30am – 
5:30pm 

Plenary and Scientific 
Sessions 

12:30pm – 
1:30pm Lunch Break 

2:30pm – 
3:00pm 

Break with Sponsors & 
Exhibitors 

5:30pm – 
6:30pm IAAAM Business Meeting 

5:30pm – 
7:00pm 

Student Event - CRC 
Handbook of Marine 
Mammal Medicine 
Author Meet and Greet 

Monday, May 21 
7:00am – 
7:00pm Conference Registration  

7:00am – 
5:00pm 

Sponsor & Exhibitor 
Showcase 

8:00am – 
5:00pm Conference Sessions 

10:00am – 
10:30am 

Break with Sponsors & 
Exhibitors 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm Lunch Break 
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2:30pm – 
3:00pm 

Break with Sponsors & 
Exhibitors 

5:00pm – 
7:00pm Conundrum Session  

7:00pm – 
10:00pm 

Poster Session & 
Reception 

Tuesday, May 22 
7:00am – 
4:00pm Conference Registration 

7:00am – 
12:00pm 

Sponsor & Exhibitor 
Showcase 

8:00am – 
12:00pm Conference Sessions 

10:00am – 
10:30am 

Break with Sponsors & 
Exhibitors 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm Lunch Break 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm Board Meeting 

1:00pm – 
5:00pm Afternoon on Own  

6:00pm – 
7:00pm 

Cocktail Reception & 
Silent Auction 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm Dinner & Silent Auction 
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8:00pm – 
9:00pm 

Live Auction & Auction 
Cash Out 

9:00pm – 
11:00pm Aquarium Open House 

Wednesday, May 23 
8:00am – 
6:00pm Conference Registration 

10:00am – 
10:30am 

Break with Sponsors & 
Exhibitors 

8:00am – 
12:00pm 

Sponsor & Exhibitor 
Showcase 

8:00am – 
5:00pm Conference Sessions 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm Lunch Break 

2:30pm – 
3:00pm 

Break with Sponsors & 
Exhibitors 

6:00pm – 
7:00pm Cocktail Reception 

7:00pm – 
Midnight Banquet and Awards 
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LOSS OF ANOTHER FANTASTIC IAAAM MEMBER: FIONA BROOKE   
Fiona’s Patchwork Eulogy 
 
Sam Ridgeway (USA San Diego) 
I hear that Fiona is going out to sea from which our distant ancestors came!  This 
entirely fitting since Fiona has made some many contributions to marine mammal 
health.  Her giant dissertation on ultrasound is a case in point.  Now she lives 
through her body of work and through our many memories of her kindness and 
beautiful spirit. 
 
Alfonso Lopez (Poncho) (Singapore) I am very proud of being a close friend of such 
a brave and great woman...! I admire her and respect her a lot.  
Pietro Saviano (Italy) She was a very important person for me. When I started my 
researches in dolphin ultrasound I think I bothered her sometimes too much...but 
she was a treasure of information and I was honoured to talk with her. She could 
be sharp as a blade but always honest and I will always miss her amazing smile.  
 
Reimi Kinoshita. (Hong Kong) 
Such a loving, beautiful, maddening, Intelligent, emotive wife and mother 
 
Derek Spielman (Sydney) 
I worked at Ocean Park as the chief veterinarian from 2002 - 2005. During that time 
I had the good fortune of meeting and working with Fiona and greatly appreciated 
her expertise, wit and humour  
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Daniel Garcia (Spain Valencia) So inspiring not only with her work but with her 
attitude towards science and life. So generous, so smart, so brilliant, so alive!!! Such 
a lovely and charismatic person, beloved and admired by a great community with 
all the joy and inspiration she has offered and shared with them. It has been one of 
the great privileges in my life to have known Fiona, she was a great teacher, and 
above all a great friend. 
 
Nathalie Mauroo (HK) 
Fiona was such a strong and inspirational person, someone I truly admire.   
Bob Braun (USA Montana) Fiona’s life, as I knew her, had all the elements of a great 
story…..emotion, mystery, travel, adventure, intrigue, conflicts, contradiction, and 
paradox.  Those themes were abundant, entertaining and fun during time with 
Fiona.  She was a good friend and Fiona, you are missed.     
 
Queeny Yuen (Hong Kong)  Fiona was a great and wonderful woman; very very 
intelligent and caring.  I know how privileged I was to have been a student of hers.  
She has given me a life-changing experience, doing my PhD under supervision and 
this experience has gone greatly to shaping who I am and what I do today, her 
influence on me as person is felt to this day and will continue to do so.  I will always 
remember her, and I miss her. 
  
Roberto Okrucky (Mexico Cancun) 
Fiona was a very special person . A great teacher for many of us and  great company 
outside of the meetings rooms where we use to smoke and become a good friends. 
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I will always remember how nice she was and how black was her sense of humour.  
I always loved that in her. 
She will be always in my heart as someone I admired: a great woman, great teacher, 
and great friend.  
 
Iain Stewart (Australia) I always enjoyed Fiona's smile and the easy banter. Even 
after a few years of not seeing her I got the feeling it had been only a few days since 
we met. She made me feel at ease and I enjoyed her company. Andrew Routh 
(Jersey) here was the Fiona at work, (having met at Ocean Park), dedicated and 
professional – always willing to share and to push her colleagues to stretch their 
abilities. What was her ground-breaking, pioneering, work is now not only accepted 
as routine for marine mammals but has also been built upon. Its evolution and 
development is testimony to her and is her legacy to all of us working with these 
marvellous animals. And she was not one to suffer fools gladly, (a positive attribute 
in my eyes). And out of work – there was the Fiona who was caring, loving and fun, 
an irrepressibly wicked wit. But it doesn’t stop there. We were lucky enough to 
have been invited to the wedding – truly a day to remember, being there to see the 
family grow. Our paths crossed irregularly and, regrettably, far too infrequently 
since but when we did catch up you were both overwhelmingly welcoming and 
generous. Times to treasure and, for us, those will be our most lasting memories 
 
Natalie Rourke (Australia Melbourne) How can one capture her 
extraordinary/massive contribution to research and education in the marine 
mammal diagnostics field? So many beneficiaries, animal and human. More 
importantly her unrivalled capacity for friendship. She is loved all over the world. 
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We feel her loss keenly but feel oh so grateful she was our friend. Funny. Brilliant. 
Opinionated. At times difficult. Supportive. Visionary. I love her beyond words.  
 
Todd Robeck (Florida) Our paths crossed at important periods in our professional 
lives and the effect of which has rippled across the small pond in which we pursued 
our similar goals Meeting you and spending time with you was always a memorable 
experience, your cutting whit, keen eye and ability to spot the ridiculous was always 
in prime form. While our combined efforts were relatively and disappointedly 
short, one aspect of your life which I admired the most was you love for your son, 
Tim. I enjoyed the opportunity to meet him so long ago and know that you 
dedication to him was unshakeable. Similarly, you story of your relationship and 
love for Con was more complex, but a testimony toward your singlemindedness 
and determination that he was and still is the only person for you. I believe that 
you three, and many of the kind friends in your life, especially Geraldine, are tied 
together in the continual line of lives that we must pass through during our spiritual 
evolution and I know you will be (and are) looking after them and will join them 
again in the future. Much love to you and comfort to your family that has not yet 
followed your path. 
 
 
 
Dema Metreweli (London) 
We will always remember our happy times at Fordhay – Fiona always made us feel 
so comfortable, with her roaring fires and lovely food. And how much she did for 
Finn and Sasha when they stayed with you – going to Cheddar Gorge, the wildlife 
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park, walks with the dogs – and washing them afterwards -Finn and Sasha 
remember very fondly when Fiona made Halloween cards with them, spreading a 
sheet out on the floor and getting out all the creative things. We all cherish in 
particular memories of glass making, and playing games with you – especially the 
‘paper’ game, which the children loved. The pointed and impatient question “who 
are we waiting for?” when someone was dawdling over taking their turn (especially 
with Quirkle) is something that we continue to ask whenever we play a game as a 
family. I think you’ve helped other people to work, but you helped us to relax and 
play xxx  
 
Harriet Chiu (Hong Kong) Fiona and I became friends since the 80’s. The results of 
her dedication and efforts in Ocean Park made us all proud. She not only gave me 
professional advice at work but also for my personal life. she will always be in my 
heart.  
 
Barbara Bianconi (Italy) 
The first time I met Fiona was March 2005....I remember she was wearing a green 
sweater, talking to Geraldine and her sparkling eyes were so passionate!  I consider 
myself very fortunate because from the very first moment she was super nice to 
me and since then she has always helped me, supported me, followed my progress 
as a vet, and showed me her love. Always willing to help and give me feedback. I 
was very fortunate to learn from her! I remember lying down on the beach with 
her.....we were the two lizards of the group....drinking margaritas chatting and 
laughing. I feel I've been honoured to have the opportunity to get to know her 
closer as a friend! 
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Viv and Ted Tierney (England Somerset)  
Our granddaughter, Amy, summed up Fiona perfectly in one word: Amazing! which 
she was in the truest sense of the word, tricky: yes, feisty: yes, out-spoken: 
frequently. Kind, funny, generous, artistic, and caring. Certainly a force to be 
reckoned with.  
 
Don Stremme  (USA Philadelphia)  
Fiona: faithful friend, wonderful teacher, expert in cetacean US and reproduction, 
warm and caring, loving, energetic, almost frenetic, dependable, funny, sarcastic, 
demanding, intelligent, sun-loving, perfectionist, chic, artistic. I feel so lucky to have 
had her in my life, for her teaching me, and to have so many wonderful memories. 
As soon as I think of her I see her smiling and radiant face and a smile comes to 
mine. I loved her clever sarcasm and her joie de vivre. My memories of her, and the 
perfect margaritas she so loved will be some of my most cherished as long 
as my mind works! 
 
Leonardo Ibarra Vargas (Mexico Cancun) 
I consider her to be one of my best friends ever, and second that we (all the 
Mexican veterinarians and companies at least) owe her a big part of the success in 
diagnostics and reproductive programs. She needs to know and realize how 
important her contribution has been in our professional development. I am really 
glad that we all had the chance to be taught with her “Fiona’s way”.  
 
Arlete Sogorb (Portugal Lisbon) 
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Fiona influenced all marine mammal vet community with her knowledge and 
enthusiasm. Her beautiful skin, red hair and flashing eyes, that expressed 
everything that was in her soul, were her trade mark. 
 
Ana Albany(Dubai) 
Fiona was the start of a work passion for me: reproductive ultrasound. She brought 
us something that she studied and loved - Dolphins - and because of her and the 
tools she gave to the community, many lives have been born and are now with us. 
But she reached much further than just giving technical help, it was personal 
support, and that encouraged my professional development. I am not sure what 
made her connect and remember me. What I do know is that I understand how 
special that was. Her strong personality, sense of right, and special humour were 
captivating and connected people together from the most unlikely sides and that 
was quite beautiful to see.  
 
Bill Van Bonn (USA Chicago) I had the pleasure of both knowing and working with 
Fiona over the years. She and I coauthored three CRC handbook chapters and 
several papers. I used to fancy myself a pretty darned good ultrasonographer… … 
and then I met Fiona. In spite of my figuring I was good at dolphin sonography I 
used to think one could not find their ovaries…  and then I met Fiona. She truly 
advanced sonographic imaging of marine mammals more than anyone I know. And 
she was an absolute delight to be around and work with. 
 
Geraldine Lacave (Belgium)  
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Thank you for having been there and been such a friend to me.  I love you very 
much 
 
Cara Field (USA)  
Fiona was one of the first people who I really talked to at the first Aquatic Animal 
Medicine conference I went to, in Portugal in 2002.  I only knew 2 or 3 other people 
there, and I was a vet student, so very nervous to present my research to all these 
famous people, and Fiona was incredibly kind and supportive to me and the other 
students there- her humor and support made me feel at ease and helped me relax 
and feel like I was a part of this amazing group.  Even though I usually only saw her 
once a year or so, she always remembered me and the laughs and fun and science 
we shared. Fiona, and you, welcomed me into your house years ago when I was 
travelling around England, and made me feel right at home and thoroughly 
welcomed once again. There are some truly rare and wonderful gems in the human 
race, and Fiona is one of the best of them. Her passion, dedication and spirit will 
live in all of those whose lives she touched, and we are better for it.  
 
Pedro Lavia (Portugal)  
All of us at Zoomarine, who had the honour of meeting, working and learning with 
Fiona, have a tremendous loss. A special, beloved and very esteemed friend, a 
knowledgable scientist, a respected colleague and above all, an example of 
dedication, rigour, technical expertise, respect and ethics. 
 
Raul Torres (Mexico Cancun) 
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I only have beautiful memories of a person as wonderful as my beloved Fiona, she 
was my teacher, introducer to the world of marine mammals dear friend and 
counselor. 
 
Brian Kot (Hong Kong 
It was you that gave me the reason not to leave my undergraduate program, and 
eventually work with Ocean Park to image these magnificent animals that I 
dreamed to be with since I was young. It was you who reaffirmed my status as your 
PhD student in a 10-minute smoking break during IAAAM 2007. Thank you for your 
perceptivity, advice, trust, selfless dedication, concern and care, tolerance, support 
and encouragement for me to navigate through the most difficult of times. Most 
recently you said, “You listened, you have stuck with it and you have become very 
good at what you do and made a place for yourself, like I did. I am proud of you!” I 
feel extremely proud and privileged to be your student and friend. Thanks for 
everything you have done for me. I will strive to continue your spirit, passion and 
love for education and aquatic animal imaging worldwide. 
 
Frances Gulland (USA Sausalito California) 
You were so professional yet approachable; detailed and rigorous in your work, yet 
flexible and fun; precedent-setting and inspirational, yet humble and modest; 
serious yet funny. The day you died, we marine mammal veterinary colleagues of 
yours tried to save oocytes from a critically endangered species of porpoise, the 
vaquita, - a technique only remotely feasible for us because of your work on dolphin 
reproduction. I will always think of this vaquita in my heart as  
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"Fiona". You will always be in our hearts. You did not simply visit this world. You 
made it a better place. 
 
 
FIONA BROOKE- RIP 
Please go to http://www.iaaam.org/blog/2017/12/5/in-memoriam for full copy. 

 
 
 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
Don Abt                                                   Deke Beusse * 
Lanny Cornell                                          Lawrence Dunn 
Joe Geraci *                                             Jack Gratzek 
Ted Hammond *                                     Dave Huff 
James McBain                                         Sam Ridgway 
Jesse White *                                          Bob Wright * 
Jay Hyman                                               William Medway * 
 

* deceased 
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IAAAM EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President: Martin Haulena 
(martin.haulena@vanaqua.org) 
President-Elect: Michael Renner  
(rennervet@gmail.com) 
Past-President Pam Tuomi  
(pamt@alaskasealife.org) 
Treasurer: Tonya Clauss 
(tclauss@georgiaaquarium.org)  
Secretary: Todd Robeck 
( todd.robeck@seaworld.com ) 
Board – Membership: Hendrik Nollens 
(Hendrik.Nollens@SeaWorld.com) 
Board –Communications: Michael Briggs 
(mbbriggs@ix.netcom.com) 
Board – Education: Katie Colegrove 
(katie.colegrove@gmail.com) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

IAAAM COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
IAAAM Nominations and Awards:  
Pam Tuomi  
(pamt@alaskasealife.org) 
IAAAM Site Selection:  
Sam Dover (sdoverdvm@cox.net) 
IAAAM Student Liaison:  
Allison Tuttle (atuttle@searesearch.org) 
IAAAM Conservation Committee 
Nina Young (orcasconsulting@msn.com) 
 

 

The Newsletter of the International 
Association for Aquatic Animal Medicine 
is published four times a year (usually in 
January, April, August, and November). 
An annual conference is held every year 
in the spring and electronic proceedings 
from that conference are available on line 
at www.iaaam.org  to all current 
members. The International Association 
for Aquatic Animal Medicine is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
advancing the art and science of aquatic 
animal medicine and health. 
Newsletter submissions are welcomed, 
although the newsletter editor and the 
IAAAM board reserve the right to edit 
and/or refuse the publication of any 
submissions. The deadlines for 
submissions are December 1, March 1, 
July 1, and October 1. Submissions should 
be made in WORD, without complex 
formatting. For submissions contact 
Michael Briggs, Newsletter Editor, at 
mbbriggs@ix.netcom.com.  
For membership information, including 
address changes, contact Hendrik Nollens 
Hendrik.Nollens@SeaWorld.com 
 For dues information, contact Tonya 
Clauss, tclauss@georgiaaquarium.org 


